
Increasing Amherstburg's tree canopy is one effective way to help offset the
negative impacts of climate change. Amherstburg's Essex Power MAP &
GROW Program will engage the community by mapping the growth progress of
the tree canopy for all to see!
 
This initiative is in partnership with the University of Windsor's Faculty of
Science. 

Get the whole family involved in the growth progress of your new sapling
& watch how it contributes to Amherstburg's tree canopy!

Receive a free sapling. Plant it according to your particular tree's needs. The
University of Windsor researchers will visit your home, plot your tree on our
Town Map using GPS coordinates, and monitor its growth. 

To qualify for Amherstburg's Essex Power MAP & GROW Program, residents
must agree to give researchers access to their tree for years to come. In return,
the researchers will provide report cards addressing the health of the tree &
advice, if required.

AMHERSTBURG'S 
Essex Power
MAP & GROW Program

Saturday, April 23, 2022
9am-noon
The Libro Centre, 
3295 Meloche Road 

For pre-registered 
residents only. 



Pre-register by calling           
 519-736-5712 or emailing
recreation@amherstburg.ca
Must AGREE to give
researchers access to your tree
for years to come. 
One tree per household.
Choose one of the tree species
identified below. Your choice is
required at the time of
registration & based on
availability.
Arrive on Saturday, April 23rd,
between 9 am & noon at The
Libro Centre, 3295 Meloche Rd. 
Those who have PRE-registered
will be eligible to receive a tree
sapling on distribution day. 

HOW:

Let's watch Amherstburg's 
Tree Canopy Grow, 
TOGETHER!

NOTE: For residents who may have physical limitations. Volunteers will be
available to plant trees. Please identify your need for assistance at the
time of registration. 

The 2022 
MAP & GROW Program was
made possible with the
donations from: 

AMHERSTBURG'S 
Essex Power
MAP & GROW Program



TREE  SPECIES
Choose the right tree for the space.  

American Sycamore - American Planetree - Buttonwood
Plant List Height: 90 feet    Spread: 70 feet
Sunlight: full sun  Hardiness Zone: 5a
A common riverbank tree in eastern North America, with a large, spreading
habit of growth, interesting leaves and beautiful creamy white mottled bark;
large & imposing, a great shade tree for larger landscapes. This tree should
only be grown in full sunlight. It prefers to grow in average to moist
conditions & shouldn't be allowed to dry out. It is not particular as to soil
type or pH. It is somewhat tolerant of urban pollution. This species is native
to parts of North America.

Red Maple - Acer rubrum
Height: 50 feet      Spread: 40 feet
Sunlight: full sun
The tree that lights up New England yellow and red in fall; a great shade
tree, but very intolerant of alkaline soils; fall color red. 

Black Cherry - Prunus serotina
Height: 60 feet      Spread: 40 feet
Sunlight: full sun
A tall, shrubby tree with racemes of white flowers in spring followed by tart
black cherries in summer, good fall color. This tree should only be grown in
full sunlight. It does best in average to evenly moist conditions, but will not
tolerate standing water. It is not particular as to soil type or pH.

Common Hackberry  Celtis occidentalis
Height:  50 feet    Spread:  45 feet
Sunlight:  full sun
One of the toughest of shade trees while maintaining an attractive and neat
habit of growth; interesting warty bark. This tree should only be grown in
full sunlight. It is an amazingly adaptable plant, tolerating both dry
conditions and even some standing water. It is considered to be drought-
tolerant, and thus makes an ideal choice for xeriscaping or the moisture-
conserving landscape. It is not particular as to soil type or pH, and is able to
handle environmental salt. It is highly tolerant of urban pollution.

No longer available.



TREE  SPECIES
Choose the right tree for the space.  

Red Oak - Quercus rubra
Height:  70 feet     Spread:  70 feet
Sunlight:  full sun
A beautiful and artistic shade tree with a picturesque loosely pyramidal habit
of growth and good red fall color; fast growing. This tree should only be grown
in full sunlight. It prefers to grow in average to moist conditions, and shouldn't
be allowed to dry out. It is not particular as to soil type, but has a definite
preference for acidic soils,

Tuliptree - Liriodendron tulipifera
Height:  90 feet     Spread:  50 feet
Sunlight:  full sun
One of the tallest native trees of eastern North America, features uniquely
shaped leaves and large yellow tulip-shaped flowers. This tree should only be
grown in full sunlight. It prefers to grow in average to moist conditions, and
shouldn't be allowed to dry out. It is not particular as to soil pH, but grows
best in rich soils.

Basswood, American Linden
Tilia americana
Height:  70 feet     Spread:  45 feet
Sunlight:  full sun
A stately native tree prized for its strongly pyramid-shaped form throughout
life, clean habits and fragrant yellow flowers in spring. This tree should only be
grown in full sunlight. It is very adaptable to both dry and moist locations, and
should do just fine under average home landscape conditions. It is not
particular as to soil type or pH. It is somewhat tolerant of urban pollution. This
species is native to parts of North America.

Autumn Fantasy Maple
Height: 50 feet      Spread: 40 feet
Sunlight: full sun
An impressive large shade tree valued for its brilliant crimson red color in fall,
showy red flowers along the bare branches in early spring, a hybrid that
combines the soil tolerance of silver maple with the colors of the red maple. 

No longer available.

No longer available.

No longer available.



Bare Root Deciduous Trees 
Planting Guide

Transporting
• When transporting trees, keep bare roots moist by 

wrapping them in wet burlap and a tarp.
• Trees should be planted immediately or heeled in to 

keep roots from drying out.

Planting Site
• Clear any debris (stumps, rocks, etc.) from          

planting site.
• Avoid planting in wet depressions.
• If you are unsure of buried utilities, call before 

you dig – Ontario One call 1-800-400-2255 or                     
www.on1call.com.

Where NOT to plant:
• Under utility wires (plant at least 5 m/16 ft away).
• Within a road allowance.
• Over septic system.
• Under crown of a live tree.
• Close to buildings.
• Near field tiles or drain outlets.
• Follow municipal setbacks from drains.

Planting
• Keep tree roots moist and protected until the hole is 

prepared.
• Dig planting hole 30 cm (12 in) wider than the 

diameter of the root system.
• Place tree in hole and make sure the roots fit without 

bending or breaking (do not prune roots).
• Check for depth - root collar should be even with 

ground (root collar is slight change in colour and/or 
swelling where the stem meets the root ball).

• Hammer in the stake before back filling with soil to 
avoid damaging the roots.

• Ensure tree is vertical.
• Alternately backfill hole with compost/topsoil and 

tamp down to eliminate air pockets.

Staking
• In windy locations, place wooden stake 15-20 cm (6-8 

in) from stem on the prevailing wind side of the tree 
(do this before back filling).

• Secure tree to stake at 1/3 the height of the tree using 
a plastic tree tie or burlap in a figure eight pattern.

• Leave the tie slightly loose to allow natural movement 
which encourages growth.

• Remove stake in one to two years.

Rodent Protection
• Place rodent guard around trunk to protect it from mice 

and rabbits during winter months.

Mulching & Weed Control
• Mulch with composted hardwood chips to a depth of 

5-10 cm (2-4 in) to reduce weed competition, retain 
moisture and reduce fluctuations in soil temperature.

• Spread the mulch in a circle around the tree, keeping it 
away from the trunk to avoid stem rot.

• Do not use string grass/weed trimmers around any 
trees, regardless of size.

Crown Pruning
• Carefully prune any dead, broken or damaged branches.

Watering
• Ensure trees are thoroughly watered at planting.
• In times of drought, water thoroughly once a week.

For more information:

Rob Davies, Forester   |   rdavies@erca.org   |   519-776-5209 x310   |   essexregionconservation.ca

mailto:rdavies@erca.org

