Town of Amherstburg
Council Brief

Highlights from the December 15th, 2025 meeting of Council:

REPORT OUT FROM IN-CAMERA SESSION

Item A — Legal Advice and Information regarding a contract for Policing Operational
Services provided to the Town of Amherstburg

The Mayor provided comment on the matter, that following consultations, LaSalle Police will
not be able to provide policing services to the Town of Amherstburg citing timeline, cost, and
resource constraints.

Item B: Striking Committee Selection

Council moved to remove Anthony Olivito from all Town Committees, appointed Stephanie
Thomson to the Heritage Committee, and directed Administration to circulate a call for
applications to fill vacancies on the Property Standards Committee, Fence Viewers,
Dangerous Dog Appeal Committee, and Livestock Evaluators.

Item C - Legal advice and information related to cultural heritage value, land
disposition and associated elements provided by way of solicitor-client privilege
regarding institutional lands in the Town of Amherstburg

Council received the matter for information.

Item D — Legal advice and information related to a government grant that has been

supplied in confidence to the municipality
Council received the matter for information.

RECOGNITIONS

Heritage Property Plaque Presentation — Jarmin/McQueen House
A Heritage Property Plague was presented to recognize the Jarmin/McQueen House.

REPORTS

Amendments to the Reserves and Reserve Fund Policy
Council approved updates to the Town’s Reserves and Reserve Funds policy to improve
clarity, reduce duplication, and align with best practices. Several inactive or duplicative
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reserves were closed, with funds redirected to appropriate reserves to support stronger
and more efficient financial management.

53 Richmond Street Payment in Lieu of Parking Request

Council considered a request for payment in lieu of parking for 53 Richmond Street to
allow a mixed-use redevelopment, including a new residential unit above an existing
commercial storefront in the downtown core. Council approved the request, enabling the
project to proceed through further heritage and planning approvals, with the payment
directed to the Town’s Parking Reserve Fund to support parking initiatives within the
Central Business District.

Closure of Mack Street

Council approved the stop up and closure of Mack Street, an unopened municipal right-of-
way, to support the consolidation of lands required for the expansion of the Town’s Water
Treatment Plant. By-law 2025-086 was passed to formally close the right-of-way, with
associated costs funded through the approved Water Treatment Plant expansion budget.

Annual Policy Report 2025

Council approved amendments to 14 policies, advanced 3 policies within the review cycle,
and rescinded 3 outdated policies as part of the 2025 Annual Policy Review to improve
clarity, consistency, and alignment with legislative requirements.

Town of Amherstburg Volunteer Firefighters Association Agreement 2025-2029
Council approved a new four-year Volunteer Firefighters’ Agreement covering the period
from December 1, 2025 to November 30, 2029. The agreement updates compensation,
benefits, equipment provisions, and attendance requirements to support firefighter
recruitment, retention, wellness, and operational readiness, while aligning Amherstburg’s
volunteer fire service with regional comparators in a fiscally responsible manner.

INFORMATION REPORTS

Bill 17: As-of-Right Setback Variances

Council received a report on provincial changes under Bill 17 and O.Reg 257/25, which
permit setback reductions of up to 10% as-of-right, eliminating the need for minor
variance applications. The report noted that these changes streamline approvals, lower
costs, and have minimal local impact, while compliance with the Ontario Building Code
continues to ensure safety.

Windsor Police Services — November 2025 Policing Activities Report
Council received the report.

CONSENT CORRESPONDENCE

Legislative Amendments — Hon. Robert J. Flack

Council received a letter from the Minister of Municipal Affairs summarizing Bill 17 and
0O.Reg 257/25, which allow minor setback variances of up to 10% to be approved “as-of-
right,” reducing minor variance applications and streamlining residential development.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Association of Ontario Road Supervisors Newsletter (AORS)
Council received the AORS newsletter.

OMERS Governance Changes & Bill 68

Council received OMERS received correspondence outlining potential major changes to
OMERS pension plan governance.

CONSENT OTHER MINUTES

Council received the following minutes:
= Committee of Adjustment Meeting - November 5, 2025
= Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee Meeting - November 5, 2025
=  Amherstburg Accessibility Advisory Committee Meeting - November 13, 2025
= Amherstburg Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting - November 19, 2025
= Special Economic Development Advisory Committee Meeting - November 26,
2025
= Committee of Adjustment Meeting Minutes - December 3, 2025

OTHER MINUTES

Ambherstburg Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting - November 27, 2025
Council received the November 27, 2025 minutes of the Amherstburg Accessibility
Advisory Committee and approved the Committee’s support for using the AODA
Compliance Reserve Fund to contribute $1,500 toward accessible picnic tables in
partnership with the Town of Essex.

NOTICE OF MOTION

Notice of Motion of December 15, 2025 Re: Council Conferences

A motion will be presented at the January 19, 2026 Council meeting for Council to
consider whether members attending municipally funded conferences, seminars, or
similar events should be required to provide a report within two Council meetings,
summarizing the event, key takeaways, and relevance to municipal operations. The
motion also directs Administration to draft a formal policy reflecting this requirement for
Council’s consideration and potential adoption.

BY-LAWS

By-Law 2025-062 — Perth Drain — Third and Final Reading
Council passed By-law 2025-062 for improvements to the Perth Drain, authorizing the
Mayor and Clerk to sign the by-law.

By-Law 2025-063 — Murray Drain — Third and Final Reading
Council passed By-law 2025-063 to establish the Murray Drain, authorizing the Mayor
and Clerk to sign.
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By-law 2025-088 - Appoint Members to Amherstburg Accessibility Advisory

Committee
Council passed By-law 2025-088 to appoint members to the Amherstburg Accessibility

Advisory Committee, with the Mayor and Clerk authorized to sign.

Interested in Council initiatives?
SUBSCRIBE to receive Council Agendas right to your email!
amherstburg.ca/council/Subscription
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